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In-Person Worship
5 pm (Sat)
8, 9 & 11 am (Sun)

Livestream Worship
9 & 11 am (Sun)

Cable TV
10 am & 5 pm (Sun)

Radio Broadcast
106.1 (BOB-FM)
9:10 am (Sun)

Gospel Readings

September 2-3
Matthew 16:21-28

September 9-10
Matthew 18:21-35

September 16-17
Philippians 1:1-11

September 23-24
Philippians 1:21-30

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Tickets are $20 and may be purchased at the front desk on 
Sunday mornings, during weekly business hours or online at 
www.zionanoka.org through September 10.

Our guest speaker will be Gretchen Carlson - broadcast 
journalist, author, TV personality and granddaughter of 
Pastor William Hyllengren.



financial update

Choose Good Every Time
By Colleen Nelson

This past month I was shopping for birthday gifts in Nisswa, a lively community of retail shops, a brewery, 
restaurants and access to the Paul Bunyan bike trail in Northern Minnesota. I came away with some awesome 
finds at one particular store; I was certain they would be well received. Excited to share what I bought, I walked 
to the city park’s gazebo to treat my husband to a chocolate truffle. Meanwhile, a man relaxing with a paperback 
talked with us for a bit (our Springer Spaniel is always a great conversation starter.) About that same time his wife 
showed up laden with shopping bags, right before a thunder cloud announced its arrival and some serious rain 
settled overhead. We sat for a bit since we were protected from the elements and had no set agenda for the rest 
of the day. Sometime later, when the deluge fizzled to a pitter patter, we made a mad dash to our truck to head 
home. It wasn’t until the next day that I realized my shopping bag was nowhere to be found! With essentially no 
hope of recovering the treasures that were in my possession for such a brief time, I called the store and asked per 
chance if anyone had turned in my bag. YES! That was the moment when my faith in humankind was restored, as 
if I was injected with “feel good warm fuzzies.” The man with the book came to mind but I’ll never know who had 
the generosity of spirit to turn in my shopping bag. Ephesians 6:9 reads, “And let us not grow weary of doing good, 
for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up.” We are all born sinners with an inward compass pointing 
to temptations of all kinds. But self-control is a fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22) and in this case the stranger decided 
to “do good” rather than claim my purchase as their own. I wish I could thank them in person but I know that 
someday, according to this verse in Ephesians, they will reap what they sowed and it will be good.

Thank you for your faithful stewardship. The charts below show our solid financial position for the first seven 
months of 2023. We are grateful to you for your ongoing support of Zion’s mission and ministry.

As you can see in the chart below, in the past 19 months, we have made a significant reduction in our mortgage 
balance. This has been made possible through your generous gifts to mortgage reduction and matching gifts from 
the Zion Foundation. Any new gift, over and above current pledges in place for our capital appeal, are matched 
dollar for dollar by the Foundation up to $300,000. To date, we have used about $200,000 of the matching dollars 
available from the Zion Foundation. This means we still have about $100,000 that is available to match gifts to the 
debt reduction effort. This reduction to our debt has saved significant interest payments and will allow us to pay 
our mortgage off about 3 years earlier than anticipated.



welcome and worship

Weekly Worship Opportunities
In-Person Worship

Saturdays @ 5 pm and Sundays @ 8 am, 9 am & 11 am

Livestream Worship
Sundays @ 9 am & 11 am

Radio (BOB-FM, 106.1)
Sundays @ 9:10 am

Cable TV Channel 6 Broadcast
Sundays @ 10 am & 5 pm

New Member Orientation - September 24
A New Member Orientation will be led by Pastor Brent on Sunday, September 24 from 10 a.m. to 10:50 a.m. in the 
Legacy Room (located on the lower level next to the Fellowship Hall.) To sign up for the class, please email Pastor 
Brent bcampbell@zionanoka.org or call the church office, 763-421-4656.

Welcome, Katie Weiland!
We are pleased to welcome our new Director of Middle School and High School Youth 
Ministry, Katherine (Katie) Weiland. Katie is a graduate of Gustavus Adolphus College. She 
has been the Director of Children, Youth & Family Ministries at Lands Lutheran Church in 
Zumbrota, MN for 3½ years. Her responsibilities at Lands Lutheran included organizing the 
Sunday School & Confirmation program, and planning and implementing the High School 
Youth activities and mission trips. During her college years, Katie was a summer camp 
counselor at Sky Ranch Lutheran Camp in Colorado. Katie has some commitments to finish 
up in September and will join our staff full time on October 1.

Sermon Series on Philippians: The Joy of Living in Christ
The weekend of September 16 & 17, we begin a 5-week sermon series based on the assigned Epistle readings 
from the book of Philippians. The believers in Philippians were struggling. They were trying to deal with conflict 
within and the threat of persecution from without. Paul was stuck in a Roman prison when he wrote to the young 
church at Philippi. The letter could have focused on Paul’s own troubles. Instead, he wrote about a life full of joy, 
peace and contentment. Here are the readings and sermon themes for each week:

• September 16/17: Philippians 1:1-11 Surviving the Joy Stealers
• September 23/24: Philippians 1:21-30 The Joy-Full Life
• September 30/October 1: Philippians 2:1-13 Humble Joy
• October 8/9: Philippians 3:4b-14 Lasting Joy
• October 14/15: Philippians 4:1, 4-9 Contented Joy



music ministry



grow

Small Group Studies
Our small group studies will resume the week of September 10. Our first fall study is called “Resilient – Restoring 
Your Weary Soul in These Turbulent Times” by John Eldredge. The longing for joy is one of the deepest yearnings 
of the human heart. After times of trial, including the pandemic, economic turmoil, wars and rumors of war, and 
grief, our desire rises to the surface demanding relief. We've had to rally. Yet at some point, we have to replenish 
our soul's reserves or we will burn out. In this study, Eldredge provides the awareness and skills we need to 
strengthen our weary souls. Drawing on wisdom from scripture, Christian tradition, and practical experiences, 
Resilient offers powerful supernatural graces to sustain us through these trying times, helping us receive from 
Jesus the strength that prevails, preparing us for future storms. Our schedule is as follows:

• Week of September 11: The Strength That Prevails
• Week of September 18: Glory or Desolation
• Week of September 25: Unconverted Places
• Week of October 2: The Deep Well Inside Us
• Week of October 9: Don’t Look Back

Books for this study are on sale for $16 at the front desk. Sign up for a class at the Welcome Desk. Classes will be 
offered at the following times:

• Monday at 1 p.m. in the Legacy Room taught by Pastor Sue
• Tuesday at 8:45 a.m. in the Legacy Room taught by Ken Johnson, Greg Bergeron and Pastor Brent
• Wednesday at 10 a.m. in the Legacy Room taught by Pastor Connie
• Thursday at 1 p.m. on Zoom taught by Pastor Amie Odahl and Pastor Jim; Zoom ID: 818-243-3193; Zoom 

passcode: 818-243-3193

Adult Forums
Adult Forums are held Sunday mornings at 10 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Below is the upcoming schedule:

• September 17 – Hospitality Training: We once believed that as a majority culture in North America, everyone 
knew all there was to know about a church and its surroundings. This certainly is no longer true in a 
post-Christian North American culture. Most people in our neighborhoods are completely mystified about 
who we are, what we do, and who is welcome. How do we welcome the stranger into our community? How do 
we share our values and hospitality to others in order to deepen and enrich our congregational ministries and 
our relationships with one another and with God? Join Pastor Brent and Pastor Connie and the Neighborhood 
Engagement Team (NET) for this important training!

• September 24 – Security Team Update: We want people to not only come and feel welcome at Zion, but also to 
feel safe. To that end, we have made some changes and updates to our facility and our training here at Zion. 
Come learn what we are doing at Zion to keep each other safe.

• October 1 – Exodus Lending: Exodus Lending is the only nonprofit dedicated solely to helping Minnesotans get 
out of predatory lending debt and back on track financially by enrolling and supporting them in a 0% interest 
refinance program, lending up to $1,500 to qualified participants. Join Executive Director Anne Leland Clark 
and board member Kim Miller as we learn more about this important ministry.



grow
Welcome to Children, Youth and Family Ministries!
Zion Kids Sunday Morning! Begins September 17
Join us for fun family faith formation activities for kids of all ages and their families! We meet 
from 10-10:50 a.m. during the school year. New families may join at any time!
• Holy Shenanigans Sunday School (Kids 0-5 and at least one parent or guardian.) Family-style 

gathering with music, Bible stories and community. Meets in the Chapel on the upper level. 
Activities follow in the Spark Park. Contact Lee Neitge lneitge@zionanoka.org.

• Kid City Sunday School (Grades K-5) Experience the story of Jesus and reflect his love in the 
world. Meets in the Theater for opening and then divides into groups for activities.

Contact Ann Campbell acampbell@zionanoka.org.
Register Now! https://cutt.ly/ZionKidsSun23-24 or scan the QR Code to the right.

Toddler Open Gym Begins September 20
Join us this school year to run, jump, bike and PLAY! Wednesdays from 10:30 a.m.-12 p.m. in the 
CLC. Kids ages 0-5 with an adult. This is a free event! Contact Lee Neitge lneitge@zionanoka.org.
Register Now! https://cutt.ly/ToddlerOpenGym23-24 or scan QR Code to the right.

KidSing Jr Begins September 20
Zion's yougest children's choir is full of fun! We will sing, dance and meet new friends. Sign up for 
one, two or all three sessions. Wednesdays from 4:30-5 p.m. Kids ages 3-7. 
Session 1: September 20-November 15; Session 2: January 10-February 7; Session 3: April 
3-May15. Contact Lee Neitge lneitge@zionanoka.org.
Register Now! https://cutt.ly/KidSingJr23-24 or scan QR Code to the right.

Zion Kids Wednesday! Begins September 20
Kids in Grades K-5 meet from 5:30-6:45 p.m. We start with gym games and then split into two 
groups:
• WHIRL! (Welcome, Hear, Respond, Launch!): Where kids in Grades K-2 explore a Bible story 

with a crazy cast of video characters who inhabit a fictional but weirdly familiar congregation.
• Joiz-N-Noiz: Where kids in Grades 3-5 experience a more sophisticated, pre-teen version of a 

Bible story.
Register Now! https://cutt.ly/ZionKidsWed23-24 or scan the QR Code to the right.

Zion Confirmation Begins September 20
Youth in Grades 6-8 meet Wednesdays from 6-7 p.m. Confirmation is an important milestone 
in your son or daughter’s faith journey that began at their baptism. It is our joy to partner with 
you in helping you fulfill the promises you made at baptism and help your child grow in their 
relationship with God.
Register Now! https://cutt.ly/ZionConfirmation23-24 or scan the QR Code to the right.

Common Ground Begins September 24
Youth in Grades 9-12 meet Sundays from 12-1:30 p.m. and Wednesdays 7-7:30 p.m. Common 
Ground is a High School Ministry where we grow in relationships with each other through fellow-
ship, faith and servant leadership.
Register Now! https://cutt.ly/ZionHSMinistry23-24 or scan the QR Code to the right.

Sunday 
Morning

Wednesday
Evening

Confirmation

Common 
Ground

Toddler Open 
Gym

KidSing Jr



care

Baptisms
July 23 - Jack Boyer
July 23 - Wilder Pendergrass
Aug 20 - Eric Ausen
Aug 20 - Stella Kill

American Red Cross Blood Drive - September 11
Zion will be hosting the American Red Cross Blood Drive on Monday, September 11 from 1-6 p.m. in the CLC. To 
register, please call 1-800-RED-CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit www.RedCrossBlood.org and enter Sponsor 
Code: Zion.

Every Meal Volunteers
The school year is about to begin and once again Zion is partnering with Every Meal and Lincoln Elementary to 
make sure that children don’t go home hungry. We need volunteers to place a bag of food into the backpacks of 
Lincoln Elementary students typically on Fridays, but also the last day before a break. You will be trained and can 
sign up via SignUpGenius. If you would like to be a part of this great ministry, contact Pastor Connie 
ctiede@zionanoka.org to receive the registration link.

Every Meal is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization with a mission to fight child hunger through community and 
school partnerships. They strive to make a difference in children’s lives by specifically focusing on food gaps, the 
times when children aren’t at school to access meal programs. Every Meal supports families with programming 
over the weekends, summers, and extended school breaks. Providing children with wholesome food is their focus, 
and children's growth and achievement is at the heart of everything they do.

Radio Broadcast Fund Donors
Special gifts to support Zion's Radio Broadcast Fund are welcome. Gifts may be given in memory of a loved one 
or in honor of a special occasion, such as a wedding anniversary. Thank you to our recent Radio Broadcast Fund 
donors:

about our people

Donna Fiske-Iseminger
Dianne Carlson
Jon & Liz Fredlund
Lyle & Marlene Willock
Cara Fish
Karen Siewert
Charles & Mary Kucera
Norman & Patricia Dahl
Craig Bakken

Kristine Johnson
Lois Peterson
Barb Hauff in memory of Gene Hauff
Bev Fraser in memory of her mother, Helga Johnson on her birthday
Carol Mann with gratitude for friends Bev Fraser and Kristine Johnson
Jean M. Olson in memory of Olaf and Tom Olson

Deaths
Art Goebel
Sherri Davis
Kathy Wallace

Weddings
July 29 - Karen Towery & 
Robert Melle
Aug 10 - Julie Blume & 
Graham Plys
Aug 19 - Savanna Ross & 
Connor Tufenk



serve

From Zion's EcoFaith Team
You’ve probably noticed that the Cornerstone Café is now trying reusable beverage cups during fellowship time. 
This is a positive step forward in reducing the waste that’s created when socializing after church services. On a 
monthly basis, Zion is saving hundreds of disposable cups from being landfilled! A special thank you goes to the 
Hospitality team for meeting with the EcoFaith Team to discuss this initiative and, most of all, for their 
suggestions and assistance in making this happen!

In your own home, you may be reducing waste by participating in your city’s and/or waste hauler’s recycling 
program – placing cardboard, boxboard, rinsed out cans, bottles, and milk cartons, etc., for example, in your 
recycling bin - which then get purchased and made into new products. BUT, did you know, between 25% - 35% of 
what we throw away is organic material? That’s a lot of waste! Organics is defined as food waste and 
non-recyclable paper (facial tissues, paper towels, paper napkins) and can be recycled into valuable compost. 
Compost is a soil amendment that can: help break up the dense clay particles and improve drainage for clay soils; 
retain moisture in sandy soil (less watering!) and provide nutrients to your yard and plants (skip the synthetic 
fertilizer!). Compost is also used in road construction.

Some Anoka County cities have curbside organics recycling. If your city doesn’t, you can participate on your own; 
there are several cities with drop-off sites and the County sponsors two drop-off sites. They can supply you with 
a compost bucket and bags at no charge: https://www.anokacountymn.gov/3288/CityTwp-Organics-Programs. 
If you live in Hennepin County and would like more information about organics recycling, check out this link: 
https://www.hennepin.us/organics.
For Ramsey County residents, check this out:
https://www.ramseycounty.us/residents/recycling-waste/collection-sites/food-scraps

What about junk mail? Do you find you don’t look at most of it? Even though paper is a viable commodity, it’s 
simply wasteful to produce and transport if it just ends up going directly from your mailbox to your recycling 
bin. Per the Federal Trade Commission, you can register at the Direct Marketing Association’s (DMA) consumer 
website https://www.dmachoice.org and choose what catalogs, magazine offers and other mail you want to get. 
DMAchoice will stop most (but not all) promotional mail. You’ll need to pay a $4 processing fee, and your 
registration will last for 10 years.

If you don’t have online access, you can still notify DMAchoice by sending your name and address with signature 
and a $5 processing fee (check or money order payable to the Association of National Advertisers or ANA) to:

DMAchoice
Consumer Preferences
PO Box 900
Cos Cob, CT 06807

Zion's EcoFaith Team is open to anyone, any age, who has a passion for ensuring we have a healthy and 
sustainable Earth for future generations. Meet the EcoFaith Team and learn more about caring for the Lord’s 
creation on September 17, 24 and October 1 after worship, when we will be at the Welcome Desk!



serve

From Zion's Recovery and Addiction Team
“As congregations seek to find themselves and refocus mission in this post-pandemic reality, perhaps they could take a 
clue from the growing addiction and mental health crisis happening in the country right now. People of every kind are 
suffering and too many are dying. The church could play a major role in bringing healing, hope and new life. But where 
to start?” (Upcoming webinar description: Center for Addiction and Faith).

The newly formed Zion Recovery and Addiction Team has already met several times over the summer to work on 
what this ministry would look like. Our mission statement is to “offer a safe place of hope, support, and advocacy 
for those seeking recovery so that we can build resilience and thrive in our lives and communities.“

We are extremely fortunate to have approval by the Zion Church Council to partner with The Center of Addiction 
and Faith (CAF), an organization dedicated to helping faith communities perform this role. CAF has a vision we 
can confidently align with: That every faith community in America will care about what addiction is and be able 
to help people who struggle. CAF offers many educational opportunities including webinars, support groups, 
podcasts, an annual conference and more—all designed specifically to help churches learn how to start and 
sustain a meaningful addiction awareness ministry in the local parish.

Team members are needed! Interested in being on the team? Contact Pastor Connie ctiede@zionanoka.org. Not 
sure? To learn more, please plan to attend an informational meeting at Zion on September 26 at 6:30 p.m.

From Zion's Social Justice Team
The mission statement for the Social Justice Team is: As we strive to walk humbly with our God, the Zion Social 
Justice Team seeks to listen, learn, and advocate for a more just and equitable community. As a congregation, 
our mission is to find strength in our diversity, embrace cultural differences, and to be united by our common 
humanity.

“There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female, for all of you are 
one in Christ Jesus.” Galatians 3:28

You are invited to an introductory meeting on September 11 from 6-7 p.m. in the Legacy Room. For more 
information on this team, contact Liz Fenwick, Amy Norquist or Pastor Connie.

Family Promise News
Zion is scheduled to host Family Promise September 18 with snacks and treats. If you are interested in being 
involved, email Dulcie at livingoutfaith@hotmail.com. Perhaps you could purchase some items that we will 
deliver. There is also always a need for encouraging cards, posters, and anything that might make the families feel 
cared about. It can be a very lonely and difficult journey.

Mark your calendars for Hotdish with Heart! Formerly Hotdish for Homelessness, our annual fall fundraiser event 
will feature a delicious Minnesota hotdish dinner, with a side of light-hearted comedy from The Looney Lutherans 
and heartwarming stories of the exciting new ways we are helping to empower families experiencing housing 
insecurity to build a foundation of lasting independence. This event will be held at Lord of Life Lutheran Church, 
14501 Nowthen Blvd NW, Ramsey, MN 55303 on September 28 from 6 p.m.-8 p.m. Purchase your tickets online at 
https://givebutter.com/HotdishWithHeart.
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neighborhood ice cream social

It was a beautiful evening at Akin Riverside Park in Anoka for our ice cream 
social on Thursday, August 10. There were over 75 Zion members as well 

as people from the community enjoying conversation and ice cream treats 
provided by the Blue Moo Ice Cream Truck.

CONTACT US
1601 4th Avenue 
Anoka MN 55303 
763.421.4656 
www.zionanoka.org

WELCOME
You are invited, you are welcome to 
come and experience God’s love at 
Zion Lutheran Church.


